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For m
ore inform

ation about becom
ing a

licensed w
ildlife rehabilitator in the

State of C
olorado, including the

governing regulations and application
requirem

ents, please visit the
C

olorado D
ivision of W

ildlife’s
w

ebsite at:

http://w
ildlife.state.co.us/R

ulesR
egs/

SpecialLicenses/A
pplications/

A
pplications.htm

You can also call Special Licensing
at 303-291-7143,

or em
ail K

athy.K
onishi@

state.co.us

T
hank you for your interest in w

ildlife
rehabilitation in the State of C

olorado.
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W
ildlife in N

eed
A

 card
inal lies lim

p on the ground
 after hitting a

w
ind

ow
. A

 young cottontail rabbit is injured
 by a

law
n

m
ow

er.  A
 sn

ap
-

p
ing tu

rtle is hit by a
car.  A

 fled
gling robin

h
as p

u
n

ctu
res from

 a
cat attack. A

 red
-tailed

h
aw

k
 is cau

g
h

t in
 a

barbed
 w

ire fence. T
he

hom
e of som

e juvenile
red

 foxes is d
estroyed

by road
 w

ork.

W
hen people find

 w
ild

anim
als w

hose lives are
th

reaten
ed

, esp
ecially

w
hen hum

an actions have been the d
irect or ind

i-
rect cause, they often w

ant to help. Yet helping these
w

ild
 creatures recover and

 releasing them
 back to

their natural w
ild

 habitat requires m
ore than com

-
passion.  C

aring for w
ild

life is very d
ifferent from

caring for dom
estic anim

als and m
ay be m

uch m
ore

d
ifficult than initially expected

.  T
his is w

here w
ild

-
life rehabilitators com

e in.

W
ildlife R

ehabilitators C
an H

elp!
W

ild
life rehabilitators are trained

, skilled
, and

 per-
m

itted
 or licensed

 to provid
e specialized

 care for
these w

ild
 anim

als.  W
ild

life rehabilitators w
ork to

provid
e high quality care to injured

, orphaned
, d

is-
placed

, and
/

or d
istressed

 w
ild

 anim
als in ord

er to
release them

 back into their native habitat.

W
ild

life rehabilitators are trained
 to assess if w

ild
-

life need
s rescue, as w

ell as how
 to safely capture,

rescue, hand
le, and

 transport these w
ild

 anim
als.

T
hey have special facilities and

 habitats to house
w

ild
life.  T

hey provid
e specific d

iets to m
eet the

need
s of d

ifferent species.  T
hey w

ork closely w
ith

veterinarians know
led

geable about and
 w

illing to
provid

e veterinary care for w
ild

life.  T
hey know

w
hen, how

, and
 w

here to release w
ild

life.  T
he re-

habilitators also have the necessary perm
its or li-

censes (state, provincial, and federal) to tem
porarily

possess and
 care for w

ild
life.

N
eed for M

ore W
ildlife R

ehabilitators
T

he num
ber of w

ild
 anim

als in need
 is grow

ing
annually as hum

ans m
ove into and

 d
am

age w
ild

-
life habitat. In m

ost cases, w
hen hum

ans and
 w

ild
-

life collid
e, w

ild
life su

ffers. Increasingly, p
eop

le
seek help for these w

ild
 anim

als from
 w

ild
life re-

habilitators. A
s a result, there is a grow

ing need
 for

m
ore w

ild
life rehabilitators.

M
ost w

ild
life rehabilitators perform

 their rehabili-
tation activities on their ow

n property, includ
ing

the house and
 yard

. T
hese hom

e-based
 rehabilita-

tors volu
nteer their tim

e, energy, and
 resou

rces
(supplies, space, and

 m
oney). T

hey m
ust have or

arrange for separate ind
oor and

 outd
oor facilities

for w
ildlife caging aw

ay from
 people and pets. They

arrange for veterinary services. T
hey obtain the rel-

evant p
erm

its or licenses (state, p
rovincial, and

som
etim

es fed
eral) .

R
ehabilitating w

ild
life is a d

em
and

ing activity. It
requ

ires consid
erable tim

e, p
otentially ranging

from
 one hour to several hours per d

ay, possibly
around the clock, including w

eekends and holidays.
W

ild
life rehabilitation also involves perform

ing a
w

id
e variety of tasks: answ

ering phone calls about
hum

an-w
ild

life conflicts, preparing special d
iets,

feed
in

g orp
h

an
ed

 w
ild

 an
im

als, ad
m

in
isterin

g
m

ed
ical treat-

m
ents, cleaning

an
d

 
b

u
ild

in
g

cages, and
 find

-
ing release sites.
W

hile m
any of

th
e 

task
s 

are
personally per-
form

ed
 by th

e
reh

abilitators,
so

m
e m

ay
 b

e
perform

ed
 by volunteers.  T

he tasks can be physi-
cally, m

entally, and
 em

otionally challenging. Som
e

larger w
ild

life rehabilitation facilities also recruit
volunteers for specific assignm

ents. M
any of the

tasks are sim
ilar to those for hom

e-based
 rehabili-

tators, but m
ay also include conducting educational

program
s or provid

ing ad
m

inistrative help.

R
ealities

P
eop

le m
ay be at-

tracted
 to w

ild
life

reh
ab

ilitatio
n

 b
e-

cau
se it sou

nd
s re-

w
ard

in
g, excitin

g,
an

d
 en

joyable.  It
can be all of those
things.   H

ow
ever,

it is d
ifficult, stress-

ful, tiring, and
 frus-

trating. It is not easy,
nor is it a hobby. It takes a consid

erable com
m

it-
m

ent of tim
e and

 energy, as w
ell as a w

illingness to
provid

e high quality care to w
ild

life in need
.  W

ild
-

life rehabilitation also takes m
oney... and

 the gov-
ernm

ent d
oesn’t pay.  R

ehabilitation is not about
“cud

d
ling w

ild
life” or keeping w

ild
life as pets but

keep
ing w

ild
 anim

als w
ild

.  It’s abou
t releasing

those w
ild

 anim
als that can recover.  It is recogniz-

in
g

 th
at so

m
e w

ild
 an

im
als d

ie o
r m

u
st b

e
euthanized

. It is, overall, the joy of seeing an ani-
m

al return to its natural habitat, healthy and
 w

ild
again.

W
ant To L

earn M
ore?

A
 m

ore com
plete booklet called

 “W
ild

life R
e-

habilitation: Is It For You?” is available. It pro-
vides m

ore details of the tasks involved in w
ild-

life rehabilitation, requirem
ents, and

 w
ays to

get started
. A

 cop
y of this brochu

re and
 the

booklet are available from
:

•
 In

tern
ation

al W
ild

life R
eh

ab
ilitation

   C
ou

n
cil (IW

R
C

); P. O
. B

ox 8187, San Jose, C
A

95155; 
408-271-2685; 

assistan
t@

iw
rc-

online.org;  or w
w

w
.iw

rc-online.org.

•
 W

ild
A

gain
 W

ild
life R

eh
ab

ilitation
; 29319

N
orthstar L

ane, E
vergreen, C

O
 80439; fax

303-670-8938; recruiting@
E

w
ild

again.org or
w

w
w

.E
w

ild
again.org.

Inform
ation m

ay also be available from
 state,

provincial, and
 fed

eral w
ild

life agencies.


